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The Scandinavian Element in the United States. By K.ENDRIC 
C. Babcock. Urbana, University of Illinois, 1914. — 223 pp. 

This is an elaborate essay on the influence of Swedish, Danish and 
Norwegian immigration to our northwestern states since the middle 
of the nineteenth century, written by a scholar with exceptional quali- 
fications for the task. It was just twenty-five years ago that Pro- 
fessor Babcock's article on " The Scandinavians in the Northwest " 
appeared in the Forum, and even that article was based not alone on 
many years of study of the subject, but also on wide-reaching per- 
sonal acquaintance and contact with Scandinavian communities. 

After describing in a fascinating narrative the epochs of immigra- 
tion of Norwegians, Swedes and Danes to this country, and their ex- 
pansion and distribution in the Northwest in the last half of the last 
century, Professor Babcock devotes chapters to the economic status 
of the Scandinavians among us, to their religious and intellectual life, 
to their social characteristics, to their party affiliations and political 
activities. His interesting pages amply confirm our traditional 
judgment of the "desirability " of the Scandinavian immigrant. " In 
temperament, early training, and ideals, the Scandinavians more 
nearly approach the American type than any other class of immi- 
grants, except those from Great Britain." 

The author is not blind to the faults of the Scandinavians in 
America, such as a conservatism (especially in religion) which has 
sometimes bordered on stolidity and fanaticism, and a clannishness 
which has sometimes made them obstructionists in political life. But 
by and large he finds their economic, social and political influence 
wholesome for America. He has not met a single Scandinavian adult 
unable to read or write. Swedes, Danes and Norwegians have come 
to this country, not to escape exile or persecution at home, but to 
establish families in surroundings that offered greater rewards for 
industry and economy. They are " decently educated, able-bodied, 
law-abiding men and women " who make but meager contributions to 
the pauper and criminal class. They come from lands of peace in 
Europe to make peaceful homes here, and bring with them no revo- 
lutionary traditions to encourage " Mafias, Molly Maguires, anar- 
chistic lodges, or other survivals of ancient servitude or foreign 
hates." They are builders and not destroyers. They are here to re- 
main as thoroughly loyal American citizens, and they have shown 
a ready appreciation of our ideals of freedom and justice. 

D. S. Muzzey. 



